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that Budejovice^.the only large town ol the region, besides being at
the meeting-place of several important lines of communication is
situated where Tertiary materials have been deposited in a basin
on the older rock. Except in such favoured localities, rye and
potatoes are the prevailing crops, grazing is an important pursuit,
and much of the land is still forested. In the Moravian parts of the
plateau, where many of the river valleys are overlaid by aHuvium,
cereals are cultivated. But the region, as a whole, is relatively
infertile, no special industries have developed, and there are few
towns of importance.
THE MORAVIAN LOWLANDS. The Moravian lowlands are more
important, and consist in the main of the more recent formations
drained by the Morava and its tributaries. An extension towards
the north-east leads to the valley of the Oder at the Moravian Gate.
The soil, consisting of loess and alluvium, is generally fertile, especi-
ally in that part of the Morava valley south of Olomouc known as
the Hana, and among the more important crops are barley and sugar-
beet ; maize, vines, and fruit are cultivated in the south.
The mineral wealth of the region has contributed greatly to its
industrial development. Coal is found in a narrow strip of country
running north and south to the west of Brno,2 and is mined at
Rosice. To the south-east of Brno, Hodonin, on the Morava, is
the centre of a district from which lignite is obtained. The chief
coal-producing region is, however, in the north-east, where the
Ostrava-Karvinna-Krakow field extends into Moravia. In pre-war
days the principal mining centres were around Moravska Ostrava
and Vitkovice, but the resources of Czechoslovakia in this region
have been greatly increased by the cession to her of part of the
Tesin district of Austrian Silesia, where coal is mined at Slezska-
Ostrava,3 Karvinna, and elsewhere. The total output of the Mora-
vian and Silesian districts combined was over 17,000,000 tons in
1934-5; as the coal obtained makes good coke, a considerable amount
is sent in that form to neighbouring regions for the iron-industries
there. Iron ore occurs in various places both in Moravia and
Silesia, but the output is small, and the iron and steel industries,
to which it has given rise, now depend for their raw material on
Spain, Hungary, and Sweden. Among the chief centres of produc-
tion are Vitkovice in Moravia, and Trinec and Frystat in Silesia,
1 Budweis.          s Brton.         * Palnisck Ostrau.